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5. Quest for Identity in Orhyp
pamuk's The Black Booj;

: k, known as Orhan Pamuk .
orit Orhan Pamuk, X _ amuk, has been writing i )
|anguage for a long time. Hp is world-wide known as a novlenligs:n "flurktsh
Nobel prize for Literature in 2006. His novels are trg who won

nslated i
najor languages of the world. Today, he is one of the mostlgtr%ri:ilnte];i

contemporary literary ﬁgures in the world literature. He pose

(he Major relevant _umversal issues in his novels. He hI:ts nsuso;n ¢
novels on his credit marking a significant contribution in thm iy
literature, pgrtlcularly Turkish literature. He focuses on the issueses w§rld
identity crisis, love and its failure, conflict in the present society wl;:h ;:
perfect Turklsh. background. He handles the most sensitive bina
contradictory  i1ssues  like  east-west, f\mdamentalism-secularisry
traditionalism-modernism, and fanaticism-liberalism. Islamic popu]atigh
and ideology 18 prominent in Turkey, Pamuk faced severe criticism for
his revolutionary views. His novels make the readers familiar to Turkish
society, culture, people and the cities of The Republic of Turkey.

In the present research paper, Pamuk’s novel The Black Book
written in 1990 has been selected for the study of a major theme
recurring in his novels i.e. identity crisis in human life. The term identity
can be defined as ‘having certain characteristics which are not found in
others’. When the person forgets these characteristics and falls into a
conflict trying to search for a new self, he suffers from identity crisis.
Identity issue can be studied from numerous of angles. Orhan Pamuk in
his novel, The Black Book presents different angles of idgntity-
individual, social, religious and national. The major characters in the
novel are in quest of their desired identities because they are not happy
with their selves. Apart from this, the nove]!st also highlights t.he !(cilentl.ty
of Istanbul as a city as he does in many of hls_novels, the Turkish 1dentity
of people, and national identity of the Republic of Turkey.

Galip’s Quest of Identity:  the novel Galip, an Istanbul lawyer, one

haracter i ' ‘ on
d tuTh: (l::::::lr: l;ld finds that his beautiful wife Ruya (‘dream’ in
ay return

i 1 rticular details.
- .« cousin, has left home leaving no partic il
Turkistt) a]si-?sh;?isi?on in search of his wife through the city. He visits

Galip starts M
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her ex-husband’
) a .

him, but in sgi: h:lme having suspicion that she mi
e . He becmpes nostalgic of hig ch'lg ave ro,

uya's step_bmt);e:\'lgalmlvhnle, he comes to knowll::lhood m m‘::neq

contribu(es 1 TN e_a Bey, whO iS a famo at. hlS Co Fle‘ i

Celal are liv?antmyer' 1s also missing. Galip i:ss::()h'lmmst and ::m Ing

own ident; agndogether away from him, In theirsslclous that

Celal and tries 1 ;truggles to possess Celal’s, He earch, he fmx{‘ d

Celal’s clotheg dold the latter’s identity as a ool OCCupies fhq 1S by

Shows thay gy £1STUaLY writes columns on s e |
appy with his own identi Name, j¢ Iy
. lty and w. ant clearl

S to ¢ Y

ht h

?;(:ﬁ one i_s ever himself”
! vulging a secret. No
urselves. Don’t you w
S

€€ You as someone o

Gailp whispered, as
ne of us can ever be
onder if other people
ther than the person

€ wa ‘
name of Celal, he wr‘itesfal " onlyto win el rgie[o{nforget o
I gazed into the e

mirror and read my face

dr
eamed that I had at |ast become the per:
SO

I
n

jways longed to become. {Pamuk,

¥ ¢ novel, Galip assiduously tries to become Celal an
ugh:i\;‘i(;:nu ty. Galip fgils on both fronts; to find out Ruya and Celadl
45€55 st his OWN identity. Flpally, he comes to know that they are
and 1 qu by some unidentified killer before the famous Alaadin’s shop.
chot de? his remaining life in memory of his beloved wife Ruya who was
s never close to his heart.
pcrh:?s Quest of 1dentity: _
Ruya never appears dl}'eqtly before the readers but she is
through Galip’s descriptions and memories. It is her second
with Galip since she failed to keep her first. She has got a
abit of Feading the fletective novels during night while chain
qmoking and she is asleep during the whole day. Itis obvious that she too
s not happy thh. her own existing individual identity, and more
importantly as Galip’s wife. She lives a life of neurotic reading only
Jetective novels perhap§ in search of a new identity in the novels. One
day, she disappears leaving her husband’s home leaving no clues behind.
She lives with her step-brother Celal, a famous columnist, in his new
apartment unknown to anyone. She is found dead in Alaadin’s shop a
day after Celal’s murder. It is clear that she too is shot and tries to save
her life entering the shop but ignorant of this, the shopkeeper shuts the
doors only to find her dead the next day.
Celal’s Identity Crisis:
Celal Bey is Galip’s cousin and a famous columnist writing for
Milliyet since long time. The readers create their impressions about Celal
through his columns and his account by Celal. He has quite a successful
career as a columnist. He is an aged man suffering from amnesia, losing
his memory very fast. He forgets his own past identity and tries to search
a new one. Perhaps he tries to bear Galip’s identity and lives with Galip’s
wife Ruya in an unknown apartment. As he has won number of admire_rs,
50 he has got the enemies. One of the disillusioned readers shots him

dead before the Alaadin’s shop. )

In chapter sixteen entitled / Mus.t Be _Mysve(ﬁ Celgl the columnist
elaborately describes how individual identity is manipulated by the
society. According t0 Celal, no individual in the society 1S self-defined.
An individual in the society makes his self-}dcnmy as.others want him
live. The ‘self of the person is not c9nsndered as important as the
collective selves of the society. Celal tries to find a way_he can only
become himself, but his loss of memory does not allow him to be. He

finds everyon® commanding him to immerse his self. In Celal’s words:

Prese“ted
marriag®
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an

A,/ must
<o head 1;0;18:;1? e People buzzing ig %Ver‘
- orget their voj side
their demands, their lo voices, thejr smerl]s

m ve, thej ,
gayzseﬂ%(féf,“‘" be myself 1 told }::te’ and be
the stools at the legs resting so h);self’ as |
looked up ’toal‘:,dtlhtold myself aga[;f:”y on
P to watch the s , as |
to th : moke |
faled ctz'h;'g’ I must be myself gebl"“'".llp
they w e myself, | bCCamé tl.lCause if
pereon altrlllted me to be, and | can’te Person
that €y want me to be; if | bear the
insufferable person ’ had to pe

nothing at all. (Pamuk TBB {,Sdl) rather pe

Belkis® Quest of fdentity'

A mj
Galip ang Inor character jp the nove| B
el, .

couple wherey,
Nationa] | denti‘g’ .they go.

The novel;
elist us
tory. He had alw:s Sa story of Prince
YS a question whether t;“;"tl’an Celale
€ or ngy

Wlthln S
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erstand his own self-identity.

) rince tries 10 und
becomes week. In his words:

. the P .
hid h'fe;e\f identities, the nation

l.hmughoutse heir Iy b Ivi thi
cople 1% to be oneself? Only by solving 1S
fr H tery can We hope to save our people
mys Jestruction, enslavement and defeat.
ot man Celalettin Eggendi, It

o the view of Os '
was because they had failed to find away to

be themselves those whole peoples had been
drageed into slavery, .whole races into
degeneracy and entire  nations into
nothingness, nothingness (Pamuk, TBB, 419-

the prince, people should become ‘themselves’.
when people lose their identities, ‘they are defeated, enslaved and
desﬂoyed- Identity is the honor of nation and its people. If the identity of
cople and its nation 1s_lost, they become slavos. The nation which do

not have its own identity, they are dragged into nothingness. So the
tion and its people is the base of any nation. The novelist

identity of na . L Jhe
pere focuses o0 the sovereign status of any country which is unique in

According to

itself.
For a sultan or the head of a country, it is of utmost importance
to be his ‘self’. The Sultan presides over millions of lives and if he

horror in the history of that country.

doesn’t be himself, it’s the worst
The prince in the story bums all the literary works of great authors,

because whenever he reads them, he fails to become himself. The prince
burns the literature available with him written by great authors,
philosophers and thinkers like Deltour, De Passet, Morelli, Brichot,
Shakespeare, Rumi, Shaikh Galip, Bottfolio, Zerhani etc. He destroyed
their works of art because he wanted to be himself. After going through

the literature, the prince couldn’t be himself but someone else. Finally,

the prince realized that one should long for another identity but become

only himself.

According to the prince the people or civilizations that lose their
identities are doomed to die. No civilization or nation should imitate
others and seek happiness in others. He does not want his subjects
blindly imitate the westem ways of life, because Turkey has its own

identity that should not be changed into another. '
The prince has his typical opinions women's company and their
love. He believes that a woman invades man’s thoughts and makes him

to become someone else. Every women he was involved in was dismpted
his thoughts and took up control of his dreams. The prince exemphﬁes
his love with Leyla Hanim with whom he used to quarrel on some issue,
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only because she kept him from being ht:mself, ?]he robbe p;, g
The prince in her company CO‘.'ld never ez\of;n © h'mselfbecause
the time he was robbed with his thoughts. After her deat,

: session.
hberatedHf;o:;Sll;rbzl; how the nations are enslaved whep Peopie
their identities and try to imitate other Peqples.d The nationg| ; e"titly%
also to be maintained by 1ts people.. The prince dictates the Storie thh
scribe how the kingdoms turned into npthmgness only l?ecau i e;
failed to be themselves. Thex c_easqd to exist becau§e they tried ¢, imij,
others. People forgot their original identities and tried to run afye Ot
The consequence was that they were forgotten and disappeareq from g,
scene only because they were unable to be t.helr selves.

Identity is the base of every being. In accorgiance With g,
situation, sometimes inborn identity is forgotten or declined and g g,
quest begins to meet the needs of lifp. Some people long to become else
whom they think superior and their ideal role model. Orhan Papy
presents the issue in his novel The Black Book. The main ch

aractery
Galip, Ruya, Celal struggle with their identities and try to switch
another self, but finally fail.

oughl.q
> the prj,

ey
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